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493 Message in Reply to a Broadcast by Chairman Khrushchev 
on the Cuban Crisis. October 28, 1962 


ear Mr. Chairman: 

Iam replying at once to your by vadcast 
inessage of COctober twenty-eight, even 
though the official text has not yet reached 
me, because of the great importance 1 at- 
tach to moving forward promptly to the 
settlement of the Cuban crisis. I think that 
you and I, with our neavy responsibilities for 
the maintenance of peace, were aware that 
developments were approaching a point 
where events could have becqme unman- 
ageable. So I welcome this message and 
consider it an important contribution to 
peace. 


The distinguished efforts of Acting Secre- 
tary General U Thant have greatly facilitated 
both our tasks. I consider my letter to you 
of October twenty-seventh and your reply 
of today as firm undertakings on the part of 
both our governments which should be 
promptly carried out. I hope that the neces- 
sary measures can at once be taken through 
the United Nations, as your message says, so 
that the United Srates in turn will be able to 
remove the quarantine measures now in ef- 


fect. I have already made arrangements to 


report al! these matters to the Organization 
of American States, whose members share a 


John F. Kennedy, 1962 


deep interest in a genuine peace in the Carib- 
bean area. 
You referred in your letter to a violation of 


~ your frontier by an American aircraft in the 


area of the Chukotskiy Peninsulz. 1 have 
learned that this plane, without arms or 
photographic equipment, was engaged in an 
air sampling mission in connection with your 
nuclear tests. Its course was direct from 
Eielson Air Force Base in Alaska to the 
North Pole and return. In turning south, 
the pilot made a sericus navigational error 
which carried him over Soviet territory. He 
immediately made an emergency call on 
open radio for navigational assistance and 
was guided back to his home base by the 
most direct route. I regret this incident and 
will see to it that every precaution is taken to 
prevent recurrence. 

Mr. Chairman, ooth of our countries have 
great unfinished tasks and I know that your 
ocople as wel! as those of the United States 
can ask for nothing better than to pursue 
them: free from the fear of war. Modern 
science and technology have given us the 
possibility of making labor fruitful beyond 
anything that could have been dreamed of 
a few decades ago. 

I agree with you that we must devote 
urgent attention to the probiem of disarma- 
ment, as it relates to the whole world and 
also to critical areas. Perhaps now, as we 
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step back from danger, we can together 
make real progress in this vital field. 1 
think we should give priority to questions 
relating to the proliferation of nuclear weap- 
ons, on carth and in outer space, and to the 
great effort for a nuclear test ban. But we 
should also work hard to see if wider meas- 
ures or disarmament can be agreed and put 
into operation at an early date. The United 
States Government wili be prepared to dis- 
cuss these questions urgently, and in a con- 
structive spirit, at Geneva or elsewhere. 


JoHN F. Kenwepy 


note: For the President's letter of October 27, see 
Trem 492. Ano unoficial translation of Mr. Khru- 
shchev's reply is printed in the Department of State 
Bulletin (vol. 47, p. 742). He expressed satsfaction 
with the President’s message of October 27 and 
stated his understanding of U.S. concern in connec- 
tion with the weapons “you regard as offensive.” 
The Chairman added that the Soviet Government 
had ordered that the weapons be dismanded, crated, 
and returned to Russia, and he stated that “we are 
prepared to reach agreement to enable U.N, repre: 
sentatives to verify the dismantling of these means.” 

Mr. Khrushchey further stated that the Soviet 
weapons were defensive in character and bad been 
sent to Cuba because the Cuban people were under 
“continuous threat of invasion.” Referring to viole- 
tions of Soviet and Cuban airspace by American 
planes as dangerous, he conciuded by affirming his 
belief that “reason will tiumpa, that war will not be 
unleashed, and [that} peace aad the security of the 
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peoples will be insured. 
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I agree with you that we should continue urgently cur efforts 
to deal with other questions causing international tengion and hope 
that we can progress in the fields of muclear testing, general 
‘disarmament, and the problems related to relations between NATO 


and the States of the Warsaw Treaty. 


I agree that we must devote urgent attention to the 

- problems αἴ general disarmament, as it relates to all States 
including those of the NATO and Warsaw Pact. Priority sbould 
be given to questions relating to the prolfferation of nuclear | 
weapons, on earth or in ouler space, support for constructive 
proposals fox denuclearization array gements worked out by 
states in areas where such weapons Go not exist; to determining 
whether progress may not be made, at long last, on a nuclear 
test ban, and to other measures to reduce international tension. 
Also, we should determine what wide measures at disarmament 
can De agreed and nut into operation at an early date. The 
United States will be prepared to discuss these questions urcently 


ina constructive spirit δὲ Geneva or elsewhere, 
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You referred in your letter to a violation of your irontler — 
by an American U-2 aircraft in the area of the Chukotka Peninsula, 
I ordered an immediate investigation of this incident and can inform 
you as fcllows: . ᾿ | . 

This plane was engaged on an alr-sampling mission in 
connection with the nuclear tests being carried out in your 
country. Its course was to the firth Pole and it had been 
ordered not to come within one hundred miles of Soviet territory. 
The pilct reported that his ravigation instruments, of which he had 
only one Set because of the weight problem in this type of plane, 
had failed and that he was compietely lost. i regret this 
incident and recognize that a frontier violation, particularly in 
time of high tension, could be misinterpreted. I have therefore 
given orders thal even greater precautions de taken to avoid the 
possibility of such an incident and am pursuing further the ine 


vestigation of which tle foregoing Is a prellminary report 
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will, T hope, also Ὁ 
that need to be taken | 


to a peaceful coursa ne have no fear trom them. 
lr. Chairman, both of our countries have great une 
finished tasks and I know that your people as well as those of the 
United States can ask for nothing better than (5 pursue them free 
from the fear af war. Modern science and technology have given 
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